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Abstract: This article examines the issues of comprehensive study of the scholarly and literary
heritage of Doctor of Philology and Professor Hamidjon Homidiy. The research focuses on the major
areas of his activity, including Ferdowsi studies and Shahnameh studies, textual criticism and source
studies, Avesta studies, Sufism and tazkira traditions, translation studies, pedagogy, and literary-
publicistic works. Based on conference proceedings and scholarly studies devoted to the scholar, the
article argues that Homidiy’s multifaceted heritage constitutes an integrated scholarly and aesthetic
system rather than a collection of separate fields. The study identifies nepcnextusHsle directions for
further research into his legacy, his role in establishing a scholarly school, and the necessity of
collecting, classifying, and publishing his works in a multi-volume edition.
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In the history of Uzbek literary studies, scholars who did not confine their research to a single
literary period or a specific academic field, but instead worked productively in closely interconnected
areas such as Eastern and Uzbek classical literature, source studies, textual scholarship, translation
studies, Sufi studies, and pedagogy, occupy a special place. One such multifaceted scholar was Doctor
of Philological Sciences and Professor Hamidjon Homidiy (1935-2024). Professor Hamidjon
Homidiy has been described as “an intelligent scholar, textual scholar and source researcher, skilled
translator, journalist, educator, and a kind and caring mentor” [1, p. 95]. This description itself
demonstrates that it is insufficient to study the scholar’s activities solely within the framework of
literary studies. The legacy left by Hamidjon Homidiy represents a multifaceted creative phenomenon
encompassing scholarly research, monographs, treatises, translations, textbooks and teaching
manuals, as well as life-based narratives.

The scholar was born on October 4, 1935, in the city of Kosonsoy, Namangan Region [2, p.
57]. Although his childhood and youth coincided with a complex historical period, his subsequent
life was devoted to scholarship, education, and the study of literary heritage. The fact that Hamidjon
Homidiy continued his pedagogical and scholarly activities until the end of his life, and even
conducted classes with students on the final day of his life, clearly demonstrates his devotion to
scholarship and his sense of responsibility as a mentor [3, p. 32].

The breadth of Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly and creative heritage makes it necessary today
to study his works not separately, but as a unified system. His legacy requires specialized
investigation in various areas. It is appropriate to classify Hamidjon Homidiy as a researcher of
classical literature, a textual scholar and source researcher, a scholar of the Avesta, a skilled translator,
a Ferdowsi scholar, and a writer of tazkiras [4, p. 54].

This study employs historical-comparative, biographical, descriptive, systematic, and source-
based methods of analysis. The various aspects of Hamidjon Homidiy’s activities are examined in
their interrelationship. The main objective of the study is to systematize the scholarly and literary
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heritage of Professor Hamidjon Homidiy, identify its leading directions, and determine promising
areas for future research.

The study of Hamidjon Homidiy’s legacy is primarily reflected in biobibliographical indexes,
commemorative books, and scholarly articles published in connection with his jubilee anniversaries.
Conference materials note that his scholarly activities, personality, and image as a mentor were
highlighted in various collections dedicated to his 60th, 70th, 75th, 80th, and 85th anniversaries [1,
p. 95]. His research activities require more in-depth investigation in specialized fields [4, p. 54]. This
idea constitutes the methodological foundation of the present article.

1. Hamidjon Homidiy as a Scholar of Ferdowsi and the Shahnameh.

One of the most important areas of Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly activity is his research
related to Ferdowsi and his great epic masterpiece, the Shahnameh. Homidiy’s studies in Ferdowsi
scholarship were not the result of an occasional academic interest but rather the outcome of many
years of research. His works, such as Ferdowsi and Uzbek Literature, The Fame of the Shahnameh,
and From the Avesta to the Shahnameh, are devoted to the study of Ferdowsi's literary legacy and the
place of the Shahnameh in the literature of Eastern peoples, particularly in Uzbek literature. Hamidjon
Homidiy studied the Shahnameh not merely as a major monument of Persian-Tajik literature, but also
as a common cultural phenomenon that exerted a powerful influence on the artistic thought of the
entire East. His research pays particular attention to the traces of the Shahnameh in oral folk literature,
its motifs in epic narratives, its Uzbek translations, and its relationship with Uzbek literature. In this
respect, Homidiy sought to study the text not only as a literary phenomenon but also in conjunction
with historical, cultural, and source-related processes.

Therefore, his scholarly legacy in Ferdowsi studies may be further explored in the following
areas:

o Hamidjon Homidiy and Uzbek Ferdowsi studies;

o his views on Uzbek translations of the Shahnameh;

« the interpretation of Ferdowsi’s characters and motifs in Uzbek literature;

« the relationship between the Shahnameh and oral folk literature;

« the cultural and genetic continuity from the Avesta to the Shahnameh in Hamidjon Homidiy’s
research.

Each of these areas can provide a scholarly foundation for an independent monographic study.

2. Source Studies and Textual Scholarship as the Foundation of the Scholar’s Academic
Activity.

It is difficult to imagine Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly activity apart from source studies and
textual scholarship. Conference materials pay particular attention to his contributions in these fields.
In discussions of his academic work, it is specifically noted that he conducted serious research on
sources preserved in manuscript collections and libraries, translated them, and transcribed them from
the Arabic script into the modern alphabet [4, p. 54]. This fact demonstrates an important
characteristic of Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly approach. Rather than relying primarily on secondary
information, he studied sources through direct engagement with original texts whenever possible. In
this regard, source studies and textual scholarship appear in his academic activity as complementary
fields of research.

The publication of articles entitled Hamidjon Homidov as a Textual Scholar and Hamidjon
Homidiy as a Researcher of Persian-Tajik Poetry at the Second International Scientific-Practical
Conference on Problems of Textual Scholarship and Source Studies in Uzbek Philology, held in
Namangan in 2025, demonstrates that his scholarly heritage continues to be actively studied in this
area as well [2, p. 56]. In the future, it would be important to investigate the topic Hamidjon Homidiy
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as a Textual Scholar as an independent subject of research, identify his methodology for working
with manuscript sources, and analyze his principles of transliteration and scholarly annotation of
texts.

3. Avesta Studies and the Study of Ancient Sources.

Another important aspect of Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly heritage is his research on ancient
Eastern sources, particularly the Avesta. The very title of his work From the Avesta to the Shahnameh
reflects his research concept. At the core of this concept lies the idea of revealing the organic
relationship between ancient sources, historical memory, and subsequent literary development.
Hamidjon Homidiy regarded ancient written sources not merely as historical documents but also as
cultural phenomena that influenced later literary processes. Therefore, his views on the Avesta cannot
be separated from his research on Ferdowsi. Conference materials identify Hamidjon Homidiy as an
Avesta scholar as a distinct area for the specialized study of his scholarly activity [4, p. 54].

This indicates the need for future research in the following areas:

o the interpretation of the Avesta in Hamidjon Homidiy’s research;

o the relationship between the Avesta and the Shahnameh;

e connections between ancient sources and Uzbek literature;

o the methodological foundations of Hamidjon Homidiy’s studies of the Avesta.

4. Studies of Sufi Scholars and the Tradition of Tazkira Writing.

One of the important areas of Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly work is related to the study of the
history of Sufism and the lives of its prominent representatives. Drawing upon the lives and scholarly-
literary heritage of Sufi sheikhs, mystics, and saints, he produced the work Sufi Scholars. This work
demonstrates that research on Sufism constituted a distinct and independent direction within
Homidiy’s academic activity. An important feature of this area is that Hamidjon Homidiy sought to
connect the classical tradition of tazkira writing with modern scholarly and educational thought. He
presented representatives of Sufism not only as historical figures but also as bearers of spiritual and
ethical values. It is therefore no coincidence that his activity as a tazkira writer is identified as one of
the important directions for studying his scholarly heritage [4, p. 54].

The work Sufi Scholars may be investigated from the following perspectives:

o its source base;

o its relationship with the traditions of tazkira writing;

« the principles of portraying prominent scholars and spiritual figures;

« the relationship between academic rigor and accessibility;

« the method of presenting the history of Sufism;

o the spiritual and ethical concept reflected in the work.

From this perspective, the topic Hamidjon Homidiy and Modern Uzbek Tazkira Writing may
become one of the promising directions for future research.

5. Hamidjon Homidiy as a Skilled Translator.

One of the important but still insufficiently studied aspects of Hamidjon Homidiy's activity is
his legacy as a translator. Reflecting on Hamidjon Homidiy, Mo‘minjon Sulaymonov describes him
as “one of the rare, highly productive and energetic creators” and emphasizes that he was not only a
literary scholar but also a writer of life-based narratives and a translator of literary works [5, p. 33].

This observation is particularly significant. Limiting Hamidjon Homidiy’s legacy solely to his
scholarly works would not fully reveal the comprehensive nature of his activity. For Homidiy,
translation was not simply a means of transferring a text from one language into another. His
translations served to introduce the historical and cultural heritage of Eastern peoples to Uzbek
readers.
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Therefore, future research should focus on:

e a comparative analysis of Hamidjon Homidiy’s translations and their original texts;

o the translator’s methods of conveying historical and cultural realities;

« the principles of poetic and prose translation;

o the relationship between translation and source studies.

These issues require specialized scholarly investigation.

6. Pedagogical Legacy and Scholarly School.

Hamidjon Homidiy made a significant contribution to the development of Uzbek philology not
only as a major researcher but also as a long-serving educator and mentor. It is noted that he continued
teaching students and master’s degree candidates until the final days of his life and headed
departments related to Uzbek and classical literature for many years [6, p. 84].

Hamidjon Homidiy is particularly recognized as a mentor who established a scholarly school.
Sources indicate that dozens of researchers under his direct supervision obtained academic degrees,
including Candidate of Philological Sciences, Doctor of Philosophy, and Doctor of Science [6, p. 84].
This demonstrates the importance of studying Homidiy’s legacy not only through his published works
but also through his scholarly school and the activities of his students. His academic rigor and advice
to young researchers are also noteworthy. He advised his students, in essence: “Set everything else
aside and devote yourself entirely to scholarship... complete your work quickly and bring it to
completion” [7, p. 67]. This idea demonstrates that consistency, diligence, and the principle of
bringing research to completion occupied an important place in Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly and
pedagogical concept.

7. Life-Based Narratives and Literary Heritage.

A particularly noteworthy part of Hamidjon Homidiy’s heritage consists of his short life-based
and instructive narratives. Mo‘minjon Sulaymonov emphasizes the need to study not only the
scholar’s academic heritage but also his literary legacy. According to him, Hamidjon Homidiy closely
combined his scholarly and creative activities with his pedagogical work [5, p. 33]. This observation
reveals three principal dimensions of Hamidjon Homidiy’s creative activity:

1. Scholarly heritage.

2. Literary and artistic heritage.

3. Pedagogical activity.

These three dimensions complement one another. His life-based narratives are also important
sources for studying his personal observations, his attitudes toward contemporaries and mentors, and
his reflections on human destiny. Therefore, it would be appropriate to study his shorter literary works
from the perspectives of genre, style, the relationship between documentary authenticity and artistic
expression.

Prospects for a Comprehensive Study of Hamidjon Homidiy’s Heritage

The current state of research on Professor Hamidjon Homidiy’s legacy demonstrates that
existing articles and memoirs provide a certain understanding of the scholar; however, a fundamental
study encompassing his entire scholarly and literary heritage is still needed. His activity was
exceptionally broad, and it requires systematic study across specialized areas [4, p. 54]. Based on this,
Hamidjon Homidiy’s heritage should be investigated in the following directions:

1. Ferdowsi and Shahnameh Studies. In this area, it is necessary to systematize all of Hamidjon
Homidiy’s research related to Ferdowsi and the Shahnameh and determine his place in the
development of Uzbek Ferdowsi studies.
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2. Source Studies and Textual Scholarship. The manuscript sources studied by the scholar, as
well as his principles of transliteration, scholarly annotation, and preparation of texts for publication,
require specialized investigation.

3. Sufism and Tazkira Writing. It is important to comparatively study Sufi Scholars and other
works related to Sufism in relation to classical tazkira traditions and modern scholarly-biographical
genres.

4. Avesta Studies. Hamidjon Homidiy’s views on the Avesta and his methodology for studying
ancient sources should be examined as a separate area of research.

5. Pedagogical Heritage. The scholar’s textbooks, teaching manuals, teaching methods, and the
mentor-disciple tradition constitute an important direction of scholarly inquiry.

6. Translation Studies. Hamidjon Homidiy’s translations should be compared with their original
texts in order to identify his principles and methods of translation.

7. Literary Heritage. His short life-based narratives, memoirs, and literary-journalistic works
should be examined as independent objects of genre and stylistic research.

In conclusion, Professor Hamidjon Homidiy can be regarded as one of the prominent scholars
who created a multifaceted scholarly and literary legacy in Uzbek literary studies. His activity cannot
be confined to a single academic field. Ferdowsi and Shahnameh studies, textual and source studies,
Avesta studies, Sufi studies, tazkira writing, translation studies, pedagogy, and literary creativity
constitute interconnected areas of his multifaceted activity. The most important task in studying
Hamidjon Homidiy’s heritage is to investigate his works not within separate thematic frameworks
but as a unified scholarly and literary system.

The scholar’s academic school is also an integral part of his legacy. Researchers trained under
his direct supervision, as well as students who continue his scholarly traditions today, demonstrate
the continuity of Homidiy’s academic school [6, p. 84]. From this perspective, collecting Professor
Hamidjon Homidiy’s scholarly and literary heritage, compiling a complete bibliography of his works,
and classifying them according to thematic areas are among the urgent tasks facing contemporary
philological scholarship. The description of Hamidjon Homidiy as “a rare, highly productive and
energetic creator” [5, p. 33] aptly expresses the essence of his entire scholarly and creative activity.
Therefore, the task of today is to study the rich heritage of this outstanding scholar not merely as a
subject of remembrance, but deeply and systematically as an active scholarly resource for Uzbek
philology.
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